********************************************* 



^jf£tt^£$S'£ TkZ 3oufinal °^ Sa;t0l(L °& tk<l ?oi,tal ^V^matic 



Community Septemben 4, 19&4 

********************************************* 



A blOTE TO FEUVEES 

Thi* publication contain* home pointed commentary. I planned it that way. 
I hope that no one neceiving thi* ih hunt on. ohhended. My intention ih 
not to add to the wonld'h mu>eny, but to hu.btAa.ct hnom it* fatly. Good 
hatine illumines and nibtickle* at the home. turn. That'h what I'm htniving 
fan. Regnettably, a hudden ila&h o{ illumination can cau*e home temponany 
dlhcomhont. So be it. I do not place, myhelh above, examination. Camena- neady 
hatviic manuhcnipth one. holicited, including thohe that thnow cn.com pieh and 
hpnay heltzen, waten at mc. In addition, I am calling fan an open diheuhhion 
in the Hobby o£ VipConGate and olian. Feudehhe a* a fanum. See nonUotTonPnlnt. 

Leht thene be any doubt, the next section ih dedicated to my beht inlend in 
VipVom who publihheh my favonite zine that I juht cut Viade with. It ih 
patterned ahten hi* negulan column oh the home name. 



HobbySlun 




It look* tike that BRUCE UttSEY will go to any length* to necoven the money I 

"owe" kun hince l^falded^Volitehhe, even bending hlh obe*e publication with 

inhuhhicient postage. I paid the 17$ thih time but I don't intend to make a 

caneen out hubhidizing the dthtnlbution o& attack* on the {now ex-)BNC on the 

dehtnuction oh any othen oh Bnu.ce' h enemies. Speaking oh Voice o£ Doom, yet 

anothen special anniven*any thhue i* due out thih hall, but thi* time with an 

intenebtA.no. twi*ti Bwj.ce ha* announced hi* intention to publish a quality 
******************************************************* ******* * * * 

Feudehhe i* available hnom Ed Wnobel, ?0 Box 3463, Kntington, l/A 22203. A 

donation oh $1 P&n copy ih huqqehted. Attorney' h name upon nequeht. 
***************************************************************** 



product natke.n than hZmpty ahhe.mblZng ah many pageh ah pohhZbte. An ZntnZguZng 
expenZment, Bnuce,, and ve.ny unlike, you! Good tuck, .. .VON DEL GRANDE nan o££ 
finom Uanycon be,£one, the awandh cenemony and now he wanth kZh czntZ^Zcateh-- 

lot ckance., kuk? Mo wonden KATHV BYRNE calth him "de.1 dumb" ERIC KANE In 

Anduin and FRED DAVIS -in Buhkwacken weAe. hunpnihed by PolZtehhe.' tkZnd place, 
{inihk In tke. RuneAtone pott, tke. {onme.n pleahantty ho, tke. latten not ho 
pleahantty. fund, o& DipDom' h old guand, mold note PoliteAhe. no klgke.fi tkan 
twe.ntie.tk. He. cane^utty points out tkat kit, dZ{{eAe.nceM with me. on otkeji 
mattenh {i.e.., hih nacZht and hexZht htuAh in kih zine, nib kigkty innegutan 
nevZhZon o& tke map in Eaht Indies aj ten the. game, kad begun and oven my pnotehth, 
hZh cunZouh pen^onmance on tke. VipCon Adminihtxative Committee, in 1981-82 and 
hih tack ofa co-openatZon dunZng VanZManyCon) have notking to do with hZh low 
tanking ofi PotZtehhe. Ike. neahonl Welt, he. juht doesn't conAide.fi PotZtehhe 
to be. a pohtal DZplZne. Fned didn't mention that PotZtehhe cannZeh about ah 
many pohtal garner ah kih own zine., and mone tkan diplomacy DZgeht on. 
diplomacy Would, botk kigkty nated in Buhkwacken. 0£ counhe, botk o& tkohe 
zZneh kave. tke. wond "diplomacy" in the. tZtte and one, publibked by ^nZendh o{ 
Fned'h. I guehh that'h the. dl^enence. Potitehhe doeh canny nonVip mateniat, 
neanty aJUL o/J wkick ih game-netated, unlike Pned'h fitigkth 0$ {ancy in 
Buhkwacken on kow tke tow nateh o& ve.ne.ne.at diheahe in Soutk Dakota one. due 

to the. abhence o{ a hZzeabte btack poputation ROD WALKER and HARK BERCH have. 

been inundating me with not- ^on-pnint, hecnet, do- no t- mention- ne.cei.pt- o{, 
do-not-panaphnahe-on-dnaw-^nom connehpondence. {Tkein lettenh pubtihked hene 
one. nonNotfonPnint, at teaht ah o& tkih typing. It heemh tkat Rod wniteh 
latex, tkat hih mZhhZveh wene obviouhty not-faon-pnint, even i£ not manked ho, 
and Hank netnoactZvety labtth entZne heth o& hih connehpondence do-not-dnaw-^nom 
without hpecZ^yZng dateh, ne.dpie.nth on even tke. numben o& huck lettenh!) 
Tkehe gentlemen heem to have, a lot to hide.. Tkein he.cnetive.noAh ih out o£ 
ckanactex, though. Von example, Hank negutanty nepninth otken people 1 h mateniat 
in Diplomacy Digest witkout ahking {on penmihhZon, although he.veA.at people 
have, ne.ce.ntiy pnotehted tkat tkey do not wihk to be ahhocZated witk ku> zine.. 
He kah atho cnZtZcZzed DICK MARTIN {on attempting to ZZmZt tke, cincuZation o{ 
Houhe o{ londh, tettZng kit> neadenh tkat Dick ih tnying to keep hometking {nom 
them. Rod, in kih dihpute witk JOHN CARUSO oven publicizing homebody eXheJ h 
game opznZngh, ahheAte.d in Voice, 0^ Doom #57, "In any e.vent, I'm £on {ne.e,dom 
o& in^onmation and the ptayenh 1 night to know. Tkzne. ih atho tke. fact tkat 
1 am an indepe.nde.nt pubtihhen, and 1 have, a night to pnint anything which ih 
in tke public domain. You one not yet the It Duce. o£ pohtat Diplomacy, John, 
ho pteahe. do not tny to teZl me what I may on may not pubtihk." It ih conven- 
ient {on Hank and Rod to htand up faon {ne,e.dom o{ the, pnehh wkm it henveM 
tkein inteneJith but to ahhe.nt a night to pnivacy when the.y wihh to conceal a 
conhpinacy on a pie.ee. o{ viciouh hate mait. . . .GARY COUGHLAN kah been pnZnting 
a pZctune. o& home guy Zn a jthteA'h huZt and ctaZmZng Zt'h me.. My wZ{e hah 
been tnyZng to &Znd out wko tkat othe.n woman i& in the. photo.... KEN PEEL ih 
attempting to negotiate, a manniage. contnact b&twe.e.n SEAN VESSEY'S daugkttn, 
LAUREN [bonn June. 5, 1984), and my hon, ERIC [bonn Hay 21 , 1984), but detayh 
ane. beZng cauhe,d by the. Vehheyh' ne&uhal to pnovZde an e,ndowme,nt to ESSE 

PUBLICATIONS, LTD Have.n't ke.and inom nute*' tawyeA, BOB BRAGDON, Zn a 

white.. . . . De.cZde.d not to me.ntZon JULIE HARTIN Zn thlh column a{teA all.... 
HARK LUEDI wanth to know why eveAyone. tkinkh he. automatZcalty hZdeM wZtk 

Bnuce. DZtto KONRAD BAUHE 1STER LARRY PEERY may on may not pnZnt my antZ- 

hotZdanZty pZece.. . . .Gany wZtt pnobably htab me. Zn Baknho{ loo tkih month. 
I tatke.d witk kim by teZe.pkone. and cveAybody knowh what tnoubte. I have, witk 
"{JoneV. . . My htock ih up in tke. Wontd Diplomacy game.. 



SEX APPEEL Novice Package, Part Two 
Copyright 1984, Ken Peel 

BENDING THE RULES: GAMING 



In the first installment of this, the only novice package to explain Dipdom as it 
really is, I discussed the basic triad for success in the world of postal Diplomacy: 
purposeful mediocre performance in games, active Involvement in controversies, and 
publishing. After several months, I believe it is now safe to reveal that these three 
guidelines are not always hard and fast rules. The most prominant personalities — those 
at the pinnacle of Dipdom — will often "bend" the rules to emphasize their strengths and 
compensate for their weaknesses. 

But before proceeding with this follow-up article focusing on compensation for 
weakness in the gaming leg of the triad, I would like to reemphasize the importance of 
establishing a firm grounding in the fundamentals. The case studies that follow 
demonstrate the often vital role of inginuity and creativity in reaching the ranks of the 
hobby elite, but are not intended to discount the value of nurturing an alliance structure 
through large draws and second place finishes, of seeking out the opportunistic 
manipulation of controversies, and of knowing when to be the cautious peace-maker (when at 
at disadvantage) and when to go for the jugular (when the other guy is down). And, of 
course, as one begins to establish a name in Dipdom, there comes a point where further 
gains practically require publishing, with the special status it gives to those who engage 
in "The Trade." 

As I mentioned in my previous article, Steve "Woody" Arnawoodian represents the 
archetype of the postal virtuoso whose invincibility comes from deep and balanced strength 
in all three areas. Most other greats, however, have some weaknesses, for which they must 
compensate. Often, this process entails creatively redefining the potentials of one or 
two of the other legs of the triad, thereby providing the opportunity for entrance into 
the upper reaches of MegaDip. 

In Dipdom today, two of the most influential individuals — Kathy Byrne and Mark 
Berch — have developed surprisingly similar solutions to their common, although somewhat 
different, deficiency in gaming. Kathy plays in nearly as many games as the legendary 
Woody, but she seems unable to restrain herself from winning. This means that at some 
point she ends up stabbing everyone she plays with, and her larger alliance structure 
suffers as a result. Mark Berch, on the other hand, does not win an inordinate amount of 
games, but then, he has never played in many. Because of his instinctive reticence to 
wade deeply Into the arena of the common dipper, Mark usually limits his playing to a few 
high visibility "superstar" demonstration games. The problem with such games is that the 
players are drawn from a narrow and inbred pool. 

Mark Berch and Kathy Byrne have, however, proven extraordinarily inventive in the 
areas of publishing, and equal to the best in conducting controversies. They both have 
realized that the importance of playing games is not in the gaming itself: through 
alliances forged in games one is able to build and replenish one's alliance structure 
among the various hobby strata. Mark and Kathy avoided the prospect of certain obscurity 
due to their gaming deficiencies, by inventing hobby service publications that give them 
unique status and the ability for extra-gaming alliance-building. As everyone knows, Mark 
oversees (there is no other word) the publication of Diplomacy Digest , and Kathy publishes 
Kathy' s Komer — respectively, the hobby reprint and the hobby name-In-print services. 

Kathy's success was her realization that everyone in Dipdom loves to see his or her 
name in print. She peddled this precious quantity in the shape of a "subzine" without 
games, composed of gossipy silliness, animal jokes, nickname contests, exaggerated and 
frivilous abuse, Olsen flirts, and other seeminly deadly-serious undertakings. In 
reality, these are merely convenient vehicles for giving KK the highest name-per-page 
ratio in the history of dipzines. Through subliminal orchistration of the strong in-group 
identity this creates among KK regulars, and by making each of them feel special by 
claiming she doesn't want any more subbers (thus attracting new subbers every month), 
Kathy has forged one of the strongest, yet most unorthodox, power centers in all Dipdom. 



Mark Berch's success with Diplomacy Digest is equally unique. Mark established DD 
six years ago as a vehicle for preserving and popularizing the history of Dipdom by 
reprinting and commenting on articles centered around specific themes. As a result, the 
barristerish and expansive-minded Mr. Berch became regarded generally as the hobby history 
custodian. DD quickly developed deep respect and a high subscription list, and Mark's 
reputation grew. 

Mark understood the reverence that Diplomacy players hold for history and, not so 
incidentally, he discovered himself in a class of his own. Mark's success in using DD to 
building a hobby alliance structure, however, grew out of his manipulation of deeper 
forces. Everyone instinctively understands that history is written by the victorious, 
that history is made everyday, and that the early bird gets the worm. Thus, since there 
really is no separation between hobby history and current events, Mark is able to offer to 
those in his alliance the assurance that no matter what actually happens, the written 
record will chronicle events and controversies correctly. 

The startling success of Mark Berch and Kathy Byrne can be compared to the case of 
the once great and powerful Rod "Mr. Diplomacy" Walker. Rod's tragic weakness is also in 
the area of gaming but, unlike Mark and Kathy, he is aware neither of that fact, nor of 
the reasons for his current difficulties. 

Rod was not always weak and isolated in the world of postal Diplomacy. He originally 
entered Dipdom^ in 1966, way back when the archaic term "Diplomacy fandom" was still used. 
In the late 60's and early 70's, Rod was one of Dipdom's most popular publishers, and was 
highly regarded for his valiant battles against the evil dippers of greater New York. No 
one could wage a controversy like Rod, who could write blizzards around his adversaries. 
At that time, he was also a highly rated win-oriented player, which makes his 
accomplishments all the more impressive. In retrospect, prehaps everything came too 
easily. But with his personal charm, with his ability to write dozens of witty and clever 
8-page letters a day, and with unparalleled skill in leading his legions to war 
(especially his uncanny ability to switch positions on issues several times as the need 
arose without anyone noticing), Rod was one of the bright, white captains of MegaDip. 

In the late 70's, however, Rod took a several years' leave of absence from Dipdom, 
and discovered upon his return that his entire alliance structure had vanished. Rod 
paused but a moment to reminisce, then tried to pick up where he had left off. It is 
clear now that he never understood the Importance of the careful construction and 
nurturing of one's alliance structure before entering with full force the brawny realm of 
MegaDip. To make matters worse, Rod stalwartly eschewed playing in any new games, which 
at least would have brought him into touch with the new forces of Dipdom. Needless to 
say, the current powers-that-be were highly suspicious of this flamboyant newcomer, and 
viewd his antics darkly. Rod did find a niche of sorts after taking over Diplomacy World 
and starting up Pontevidria (a game opening zine similar to KGO ), when he struck up a 
troika agreement with Bruce Linsey and Mark Berch to establish a netword of mutual 
referrals. But without running or playing in games, and without any compensatory 
mechanism, Rod could not provide the quid pro quo necessary for building up his MegaDip 
alliance. 

By the time Rod finally recognized his own weakness, he had already managed to 
galvanize major cliques in Dipdom against him from of his repeated unsupported forays into 
the hot controversies of the day. To shore up his position, Rod restarted his old gaming 
zine, but it is doubtful that even Erehwon can be sufficient to compensate for the damage 
already done. Rod's best hope is to reenter the world of gamming — this time doing it 
right — but he still seems unaware of the true role of games in Dipdom. Tragically, Rod 
remains infected with a tendency common to the elite and former elite of Dipdom: avoiding 
games from fear of embarassment at the hands of the groundlings. In the best of cases, 
this only ensures a slow ebbing of influence over time. In Rod's case it is proving 
disasterous . 

Whether novice, elite or inbetween, one must remember that there is no short cut to 
success. Hard work and attention to the fundamentals are required to achieve It and to 
maintain it. Ingenuity can help build on the fundamentals — or, as in the case of Mark 
Berch and Kathy Byrne, help compensate for a specific weakness — but it cannot replace 
them. 



WUk th& toMJumw* U SncLtu Blown, a nw BabyPix custodian <vta>te! 




Who knom U a child wltt giou) up to piilvi cbu&*.c. ktxagonal, 
multipaJiUclpaUo not nzgotlational on. ianttuy tioU- playing pcutuna>? 
Ufee many gamuttK kti ago,, EUc uchwi> the. hvak k.<loJLaAlqj> oi modvtn 
woa&oaz and diplomatic chicanery, choosing Ivuttad the. gunttzn. con^nte 
oi an imaginary dungeon. 




A Atwizall&tic doable, nxpoAuxo. oi th<L <m£Ol£ iamily. 
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LetteK* to Fcu.de-6.4e *hould be moKked. 



nonUotVoK?Klntl 1 1 



VKom BOB OLSEN 

?lea*e dKy youK eye* and put away that hoKa-klKl knl{e, {ok I Kl*e In 
testimony to the pellucid dLa.hX.ty o{ youK veKbal {onmulatlon* , de*pXXe what the. 
Hobby Hou*eKule* ln*pectoK might *ay to tke contjxaKy. A* I* well known, you 
aKe Incapable. o{ ob*cuKantl*m and a *tKangeJt to the veKy c0na2.pt o{ ob{u*catlon. 
A* a KepKe*entatlve o{ the. hobby' * thlckwltted, blow, amoKphou* cJi2.atun.2Ji [l{ XX 
*ulted my pKupo*e, I could *nlvel and whine, about that Line, {ok months, and 
peKkap* even devl*e a {eud about) I give my Kevlew o{ VolXXe**e: Hexe one. 
tKuth* that buKn like, lion, and beautle* that pleKce tike, cold *teel. [Well, 
Bob, l{ you can't hay *omeXhlng nice,, then you pKobably haven't Kead VeeKy'* 
call {ok Hobby SotidaKlty bated on Reagan'* political caKeeJil -ed.) 

StXZl, l{ I might ventuKe a bit o{ cnltlci*m, youK Ke{u*al to pKOvlde 
the. addKe** o{ the. commanding o{{lceK o{ the. {elonlou* and pKobably deKanged 
Jim-Boob BuKge** *tnlke* me a* lncon*ldexate and WKongheaded. Thene{oKe, {on. 
the. convenience. o{ tho*e who Include, hack techniques In tkelK behavloKat 
KepenXoXAe, I would like, to announce, that Uk. BuKge**' commanding o{{lceK may 
be reached at the. {allowing addKe** : 

BeKnoKd A. TKetlck 

xxxxx xxxxxxxx xxxxxxx 

xxxxxx XXXXXX XX xxxxxx 
[Sonny, Bob, but I don't Intend to {all {ok that old tjilck. I am {Inmly 
opposed to con{u*lng VlpVom wXXh neatity and I Ke{u*e to aid anyone'* e{{onX* 
to do 60. -ed. ) 

I have pointed out to ouK beloved BNC tke appKopKlatene** o{ tke {allowing 
aphoKl*m: "The malice o{ the unwonXhy Xj> moKe to be pnXzed than an XXZumlnaXzd 
vellum." TKuly a wealthy woman Indeed, In both way*. I would question youK 
de*CKlption o{ the VaKk Side. blg-*hot* a* "expext* at dXj>ln{oKmatlon," howeven.. 
A moKe accuKate tenm might be "clumby, blatant, utXexly unconvincing tiaju." 
[Whoeven could you be talking about? -ed.) 

P.S. Enclosed plea*e {Ind a contKlbutlon to tke Vollte**ejVeude**e cau*e. 
1 will ceKtalnly be Interested In tke latteK zlne, knowing that guided by 
coKKect thought* and Ideological puKlty, you will maintain a commitment to tke 
{unXkeKunce o{ the Light Side, not to mention potite**e. Won't ju*t a*k {ok 
a "tight"-- be *uKe to a*k {ok a line light I -ed. ) 

VKom ROV WALKER 

I do object,. koweveK, to youK cutting o{{ dl*cu**lon o{ tkXj> In ?olXXe**e. 
I {eel tkat, at the lea*t, I have a Klght to Keply to youK comment*, and have 
the Keply pKlnted. The next ponXion o{ the letteK Xj> {ok that puKpo*e. 
[Rod, I would have gladly pKlnted any {oK-pKlnt Kely you made but Instead you 
*ent me an extKemely nasty coutesy copy o{ a letteK to UaKk BeKck [Bench had 
wnltten to both o{ u* about the matteK) and cleaJily stated that you would not 
Keply In ?ollte**e but would Keply In youK own zlne. You complained bltXenly 
that the po*tcaKd I pKlnted wa* Intended not- {oK-pKlnt and that tke Bench letteK 
wa* not- {oK-pKlnt. Now, a{teK I have announced ?ollte**e' * new edXXoKlat policy, 
and pKovlded cleaK Keason* {ok the change, you want me to Kevense tkat *lnce you 
have had a change o{ keaKt. Wo. Feude**e Xj> the pKopen {oKum {ok buck dXj>cuh*lon. 
Vou have made much o{ youK 1 S-yeaK-old policy on pK2J>* and kow you'd be damned 
be{oKe you'd change now ju*t to *ult youK playenM. HeKe you want me to change 
my edXXoKlat policy ju*t to hult youK mood*. I *uppo*e the di{{eAence Xm In the 
longevity? -ed.) 

I have made *lmXZaK comment* to Steve Hutton In a Kecent letteK negandXng 
the ^Kewhon aKtlcle In Diplomacy WoKld. HI* comment* In No F-txed AddKe**, and 



yours in Politesse, both proceed {rom an as sumption which. is not cleanly stated. 
That assumption is one o{ these three: (I have, used the. "arrogant" to de.6cAA.be 
various {ormulattons o{ Rod'* so o{ten that it would be, jejune to do so again 
here. But, seriously, thanks {or giving me, a pick o{ three, -ed. ) 

1. {Yes, patient reader, dreaded enumeration! -ed.) It it, wrong {on. me, to 
combine, in that {ashion a news item plus a {avorable {on. un{avorable, I suppose) 
review o{ the. ' zine in question. That is, I shouldn't do this {on. anybody. 

2. It it, OK {or me to this {on. otheJi 'zines, but not my own. 

3. It iA OK {on. me to do this, but you believe I would do it {on. my own 
1 zine, and not {on, others. 

{4. I{ I may be. i>o bold as to identi{y a possible alternate. assumption? 
Maybe, it just looks silly {on, you to toot your own horn so loudly in the, same 
issue you assert that Dip MonZd is not youn, zine,, but a hobby service that 
deserves the. support o{ good VipVomites everywhere. It look* to me, at, i{ you 
are appealing to Hobby patriotism to support a {orum {on, advertising Erewhon. -ed. ) 
depending on which one. it> youn. underlying assumption, my response is: 

1. That is a question o{ editorial taste, I Suppose. {On. lack thereo{? -ed.) 
Ve gustibus non est disputandum. {I'm not really an expert on Latin, but I 
believe this can be, loosely translated as "I argue that youn. taste is in your 
mouth, youn. mother wears amy boots and it' 6 my zine. and I'll do what I like." 
Oh, excuse me, rather, "if* my hobby service and I'll do what I like." As 

I t>ay, my Latin it, a little rusty, mostly con{ined to phrases like "et cum 
spiritu tuo" and "dominus vobiscum" and the like, -ed.) This it> not a monal 
issue, then, and doesn't menit having t>o much ink spilled on it at, has been. 
(I agn.ee: using a hobby service to t>elt youn. personal wares iA not necessaruly 
moral, -ed. ) We can agn.ee to duagn.ee, but I intend on continuing to print 
similar review articles . 

2. This asks me to adopt a double standard. I don't believe in double 
standards. Besides, the deed is done and i{ this is youn, assumption you w-M 
have no complaints about any tiimilan. articles which appear in the {uture. . . 
but it seems to me that i{ the next ones are just as flight as the other' one wot, 
wrong, they should receive coverage in youn. 'zine accordingly. {But I have never 
asserted that Politesse it, a hobby service. It's just a zine, nothing special. 
People need not t>ubt>cibe out o{ respect {on, the past on. a duty to the {uture. -ed.) 

3. I'd be pn.etty annoyed i{ thU it, youn, batic assumption. I don't 
operate that wat>y. The inaccuracy o{ youn. assumption wiZl be soon shown by 
exactly simitar articles on two other ' zines planned {on, VWs 3S and 39 {on 
Costaguana. . .Connad now having agn.eed to it. . .and Voice o{ Voom) . So i{ this 
was youn. assumption it is {actually wn.ong and, as a pn,ematun.e accusation, not 
very {air. {But, Rod, then.e was no sign in VW #37 that this was the beginning 
o{ a sentes. The advertisement {on. En.ewhon stood alone. Is it possible you 
came up with the idea o{ converting it to a series ajten. you were bombarded 

with criticism? I{ not, why didn't you identi{y it as Such at the beginning? -ed. ) 

{4. Since you didn't have a 4, I'll answer this one {on. you. So what i{ I 
look like a silly old Hobby {ossil who has no sense o{ propontion? Age has 
its pen.ogoti.ves . Ve_ ti^nranosaun,us rex non est extinctum .-ed. ) 

I suppose you could also be assuming that somehow I expected to bene{it 
personally {torn the article? Hardly. It is not o{ pensonal bene{it to get 
subscriptions to a 'zine which costs me over 60$ to produce and {or which I 
get only 60$. {It certainly was altruistic o{ you to remember to include your 
name, address and subscription rate at the close o{ the "article" on Erewhon! -ed.) 
furthermore, it's well known that promotions o{ 'zines which have no game openings 
typically yield very small results. In the present instance, I've had 2 new 
subs. Big deal. {The ine{{ectiveness is not at issue. Uaybe many others were 
as insulted as I by it. -ed. ) 

In {act, let's look the economics Squarely in the {ace. Lessee. . .4$ /side 
{or duplication, x 10 sides is .40/copy i{ I run TOO copies. {But what i{ you 



don't have. 100 AubAcrlber*? Getting {ewer than 100 copies co*tA more than 4$ 
per Aide at every printer I know, and you. Amply the Aame l& tn.ui at yourA. 1{ 
you mu*t pay pay 5$ per Aide, thin SO co*t* the. *ame a* 100. Thu*, l{ you, have 
SO *ubber*, you can make out a lot better by having 100, *lnce you can ant thoAe 
extra 20 cople* {or nothing. Each new *ubber only co*t* you. postage. EconomlMtM 
call the*e concept* "economle* o{ Acale" and "marginal co*t." I'm *urprl*ed 
that an experienced pubber tike your*el{ Aaw {It to exclude mention o{ them. -ed. 1 
Collation Ia .Ic/Aheet on. he a copy ok .50$ {or the whole run. Then 1$ lAheet 
{or the colon, coven., on. another $1 ^on, 100 copies. Then we have 10 reduction* 

0 35$, on, $3.50. So we have a print-run coAt o{ $44.50 {or 100, on. 44.5$ pen, 
copy. Add 20$ to mall, and I lo*e 4.5$ on each lAAue on. 45$ on each 10-lAAue 
Aub. That I* l{ all. l**ue* axe AubAcrlptlonA , but many are trade* {or which 
there 16 no ca*h {low, and on trade* the exchange Ia AometimeA {avorable and 
Aometune* not, depending . Nobody really keep* track In thoAe Altu.atl.oni>. 
The coAt o{ 44. 5$ /l**ue and malting o{ cour*e Include* no other coAt*, Auch a* 
typewriter ribbon*, cor{tu, *taple*, paper, and Ao on. Add maybe h$ pen. l**ue 
ion. tho*e thing*. How, thl* l*n't a Ataggerlng lo**, but when you consider that 
the more *ub* I have the bigger the total Ioaa become* pen. l**ue [not true!! 

It all hinge* on your marginal co*t. Vour entire dl*cu**lon Ia meanlngle** 
without: that vital Inanimation. Rod, do you. Keally not know about that on. 
are you, trying to pull one oven, on u*? -ed. ) and oven, time, and you can *ee 
that I don't have the goal o{ getting myAel{ a lot o{ *ubben*. {Oh, I *ee, 
the advertisement {or Erewhon In Vlp World wa* art {or art' a *ake. -ed. ) 
Many 'zlneA operate at a Ataggerlng lo**, o{ cour*e. . .Voice o{ Doom and 
Europa Expre** one big example* here. [Add Vollte**e to that ll*t. My 
ln*l*tence on pointing picture* and my re{u*al to go to a dlge*t {ormat on. 
to mimeograph are to blame. But I'm looking ion. trade* to cut and deadwood to 
burn to keep me Aolvent. -ed. ) However, my point I* that 1 certainly don't get 
any return on AubAcrlptlonA and there{ore that could not have been any motivation 
[juAt In ca*e you were a**umlng that). [In view o{ your hedging on the l**ue o{ 
marginal co*t, I have my doubt*. But money l*n't everything. In the game 
CaJieen*, you can al*o win by accumulating Au{{lclent Love on. Fame point*. I 
AuApect that you really ju*t want our Love but don't know how to go about 
getting It. -ed. ) 

I think that'* It. I do {eel that I *hould be accorded right o{ reply to 
your comment*. I al*o {eel, by the way, that ?ollte**e lt> required to print 
a *tatement that my poAtcard aro*e a* a re*ult o{ a mti under* landing [my mtt>un- 
der*tancUng your letter), po**lbly mutual, and wa* not directed at you *o much 
a* to you and at a third party {ml&under* landing being that the third party 
had done 6ometh~Zng not actually done) . [Thlt> may appear quite my*terlou* to 
the uninitiated. It appear* to me like a tran*parant attempt to undo what 
you've already done. The alleged ml* under* landing doe* not *eem to have existed 
at the time you wrote the po*tcard. In my letter to Rod that prompted hi* 
po*tcard printed In the June ?olltt**e, I told kirn that the Erewhon plug wa* 
unwt&e becau*e It provided ammunition to hi* enemle*, l{ {or no other rea*on. 

1 Aald thl* to *o{ten my criticism and to *how him that I wa*n' t agaln*t him, 
ju*t agaln*t thl* particular action o{ hi*. Rod now allege* that he took that 
remark to mean that he believed the*e enemle* to have already criticized him 
and that hi* poAtcard wa* directed at the*e enemle*. But the po*tcard *ay*, 
and 1 quote, "No doubt we'll get a good dollop o{ the ' ugllt* ' {rom Hew Vork. 
1{ you want to get out there In the mud with them, be my gue*t." Future ten*e: 
"Ho doubt we'll . . . " Rod did not ml*lnterpret my remark. He concocted thl* 
excu*e later a{ter the card wa* published. He I* al*o Inaccurate In Atatlng 
that hi* cnJjtlcl*m wa* not directed at me, to wit, "I'm *orry that It ha* not 
dawned on you..."— "you" preAumably being the addre**ee, "Vear Ed." -ed.) 

I appreciate your de*lre to Apare your reader* a lot o{ mutual recrimination* 
over thl*, but that I* not what we have here. [On the contrary, I appreciate an 



opportunity to respond in depth to the issues yon have raised. In the. 
appropriatz farum. -zd.) It is rzgardZzss, not fain to cat discussion ofifi 
bzfare tkm.il has been, somz representation otf my side o^ thz issuz. There will 
be a note, on the. misunderstanding In Erzwhon. I do fazl that a little, mane. 
dommu.YiLca.tLon might have. bzzn attempted befare you. jumped into print. [Wore 
communication likz some ojj youx not- far-print bzautizs? -zd. ) 
P.S. Asidz faom this mzss, I 6 LULL think Potitzssz am an zxtxzmzly good zinz. 
{Okay, no morz sarcasm, you. know my sofa Spot. Thanks. I admit that I've 
gotten a kick oat o& Exzwhon, too.lt' s just that you. come. across as too nigh 
and mighty, Rod. I look at Erzwhon and Costaguana far what they axe., today, 
not fan. how long they've been an.ou.nd. That doesn't mean beam, to me. My 
judgzmznts axe baszd on content, not rzputation. To me. youx boasts about youA. 
longevity sound empty. I don't carz how old you arz. -zd. ) 

from MARK BERCH 

Thzxz wo* a largz {ilz o^ conxzspondzncz gznzxatzd in 1981- 1 982 by thosz 
planning VipCon XI/. Dick Martin tztls me that wztl ovzr 30 people, have. szzn 
at Izast one. letter ofa mine, in thzxz. I would assume you arz one. o{ them. 
[Vzs, as a mzmbzr o& thZs pott year's Committee., I received the zntirz iilz 
fan. rzvizw. As you know, the. working papers ofi zach yzax' s Committee. arz 
passzd down to the. nzxt Committee., -id. ) 

Vlzasz be in fa tuned that you do WOT have, my pzrmission to draw faom any 
ofa thosz lettexs writtzn by mz. That includes doie.cZ quotes, indirect quotes, 
paraphrasing on. any drawing faom the. material in those letters. (I'm afaaid 
that I talk in my sleep and it is possiblz that I may alrzady have. rzvzalzd 
somz o& this infanmation. -zd.) I don't mean to -imply that you intzndzd to 
do this but I don't want any misunderstandings either, buck as, e.g., occuxxzd 
with Walker's Iztter. there is a specific Izttex you want to draw faom, send 
me a copy and I'll nave, a look. [OK, enclosed is a tittle, play I wrote, in the 
best Huttonzsquz tradition. Voux commznts axe. wzlcomz. I understand youx desire 
to keep these lettexs secret, considering what'* in them, but thzy rzally 
constitute, thz ofaicial business o& thz VipCon AdminiAtxativz Committzz and, 
a& such, axz a mattex 0& public Kzcon.d. In fact, I bzlizvz thexz should be a 
complztz public discussion, with {ull disclosuxz by thz 81-81 Committzz mzmbzns, 
o& thz matZzxs discusszd in thz papexs. Only thzn can zach VipVomitz dzcidz 
whzthex any wn.ong-doing took placz. This is zspzcially important bzcausz zach 
otf thz pxincipals is still activz in thz Hobby. Onz is szxving on thz cuxxznt 
Committzz. VipVom has a xight to this infanmation so that infanmzd dzcisionS 
can be madz as to who should on. should not be placzd in positions a ^ n.zspo visibility . 
In view o{j youx own discussions in Diplomacy Vigzst about fazzdom ofa thz pxzss 
and thz xight to know, I can only zxpzet you to agKZZ. -zd. ) 

I noticzd youx littlz zingex in thz latest Voicz ofi Doom about my missing 
thz ?olitzssz--is-faldlng jokz, and it appzaxs I may havz madz anothzx such goo^. 
I'vz been told that thz Housz o^ Lon,ds pztition was just a jokz pztition. 
Was it a jokz? I hadn't gottzn that impression faom ovexkzaxing youx pitch to 
somzonz on it, and I didn't gzt that impn.zssion faom youx bnZzh commznts, to 
me. [Gosh, Maxk, how many pzoplz would sign a petition i£ you told them it 
was a joke?? But who is to say what iz> a jokz and what tt> not? Onz man's jokz 
can be anothzx' s pexsonal attack, fox mz, thz pztition was a somewhat light- 
hzaxtzd attempt to demonstrate some suppoxt fax my clonemastzx Vick Maxtin. 
I'd n.zally likz to szz Hoi continuz and you guys to stop posing as thz dzfandzxs 
o{ the salt o^ Vipdom to attack him. Hzxztofaxe, you have not impxesszd mz as 
a lovzx o{ thz common man on. o& dzmocxacy [with youx pznmi6Sion, I will quotz 
faom thz lettexs that havz impfizsszd mz so) and I smzll somz extreme inconsis- 
tzneizs . -zd.) 



from JAMES- ROBERT BURGESS 

I want to make, this perfectly clear. I will not be hounded nor pn.nAua.dtd 
yiofi cajoled non. tricked Into joining your organization. I resent being 
categorized In any way, manner, shape, on, form with. Mr. Llnsey. Any damn fool 
could -tee that your "fold" was a joke. [Ed's note: Apparently It took 
really Intelligent people like Mark Berch and Bruce Llnsey to fall to bee 
that. ) Mr. Llnsey It well-known for these "mistakes." [Ed's note: Yes, 
I've noticed a lew of his "errors" here and there.) I wad demanding recompense 
for the Issues that you already sent. Can't you read? {Ed: Hot nearly as well 
as Berch and Llnsey!) Vou know, the only method that guarantees the obliteration 
of Illiteracy Is extermination. [Ed: Surely, you must be talking about Insects!) 

As for federal offenses: It's your szlne that's offensive. {Ed: Okay, 
that does It! You are hereby officially, unequivocally and Irrevocably cast 
forth out of Polltesse forever and ever, hereinafter, amen...) Your visit to 
the grave wilt result only If you Succeed In placing me In your obscene 
organization. {Ed: Ah, so my death would be on my own hands.) I'll gladly 
go to jail If It means taking Illiterate usurpers of freedom like yourself 
off the streets. {Ed: I admire your commitment to your principles.) 

Your szlne Is excellent. You must have learned the fine art of writing 
marginally Intelligent gibberish while falling In reading comprehension 
from Bob Olsen, a transplanted Kansas farmer outstanding In the field. {Ed: 
Are you trying to start a feud or something?) You still owe me $3.32h. How 
pay up! {Ed: Your Subscription balance will be transferred to the zlne of 
your choice.) Consider yourself lucky that I'm sending this letter free of 
charge {I'll call your szlne an even trade.) Thank you for your time. 

P.S. You and Bruce may attept to discern the Identity of my commanding 
officer to your little heart's content. I don't have one... {Ed: See the Olsen 
letter earlier In this column. Sorry that this little piece of confidential 
Information slipped out. How you will be prey to any looney stupid enough to 
take you seriously. I understand that Bruce has a certified mental health 
professional who Is willing to testify that death threats and suicide threats 
should not be Ignored-- for a very moderate price which Is welt within the 
WARTHOG budget. So just watch yourself.) I told you before, I don't join 
organizations. ' {Ed: H'mmm, a loner, eh? Just the type to shoot people In 
a fast food restaurant!) What will you do now? {Ed: It pains me to take this 
action. I'm not proud of It and I hope It never happens again, but I must 
protect myself and my loved ones, and I have plenty of alties to back me up, 
so I'll go for It: I am turning this situation over to my best friend In the 
Hobby who publishes the second-best zlne, no matter what the East Coast Clique 
witches vote for or against In the Runestone poll,, the Hobby Death Threat 
Custodian himself. I am sorry, Jim-Bob, or at least I'll express regret 
pubticly so that I can maintain the high ground and look whlXe-knlghtish, 
since I am doing this only to stop you from hurting yourself or others. 
Ho matter that If I really thought you were capable of carrying out your 
threats, thiS' would be just the thing to set you off. But, of course, you 
and I both know what this Is all realty about and since I have the trump card, 
ESAV!) 

From KEH PEEL 

One thing which Is Interesting, tt> Rod's apparent need for a homogenous 
and powerful group of Hew Yorkers to roll against. What was once Boardman and 
Beshara, became the pitiful Sacks, and has now become Byrne and Caruso. Wasn't 
It a few years ago, In some context or another that Rod was scheming to "use" 
Caruso and Byrne against Sacks? I see that now he realizes that all Wetu Yorkers, 
by their very nature, grasp for power from the good and the honorable. 



IT CAME FROM MY STKANVEV EGO! 



Hobbyists today who retain any sense 
oh taste, porportlon or decency Spend 
most oh tkelr time, and energy lament- 
ing the. passing oh the Gjjulded Age. oh 
VlpVom. Ak, that blessed age. h*om 
the. I960* when a 'zlne was a 'zlne, 
not a "zeen" on. a "xyn" or some 
horrid mlspronounclatlon with, a 
long "I" Instead oh an "e." A time, 
when great organizations arose and 
guided tke. halthhul o& a thin-matt 
and loyal Random toward good and 
away h^om Hew York. A time. when seth~ 
Importance was a virtue, 
not a political Liabili- 
ty. A tune, when men 
heared to print letters 
perkaps even Intended 
not- hor- print, wketker 
on. not they might make, 
me. look tike, an evil, 
manipulative, vindic- 
tive, bitch. And who am 
J? Vou mean you don't 
recognize, the sterling 
prose Joe Blutajuky, 
elderly pubber oh the 
blessed Swiss Knlhe , 
Pope Joan Collins ' 
havorlte 'zlne, and the 
Best fairy oh postal 
Diplomacy? 



g£ SWISS KNIFE t 

"...and, EjUc, li that the. hinAt 
■time you kzaJid about Etuce Liru&y'i 
liuUcAoiu sajBtimmteAAJig?" 




Well, remember that 
name, bub, because 
coming back at you Is 
tke reincarnation oh 
SK , In h^ct a clone oh 
all the best oh that 
holy golden cheese oh a 



1 a * ME 

m ^ MYSELF 

MYSELF as i 



z<.ne. 



I 



And 

am going to make certain It ls_ tke 
best because lh I can' t bully my 
players Into some golden prose and 
poetry, J' It just write It all my- 
selh 1 -! So you can be sure you are 
going to get plenty oh highly- developed 
themes or characters spanning several 
paragraphs and Interacting with one 
another at a hlgk level oh rehcrence to 
geopolitical hct-ntasy, yes, slree bob, 
real press, not tke crap most oh you 
write nowadays. It- was good ^im then 



and I Intend to make It good {$un now, 
even lh all my players quit writing 
or just quit altogether. 

Reproduced here [In miniature-- tke 
' zlne Is small but not quite that 
smalt) Is the hallowed cover oh the 
hirst Issue oh tke new, but still 
old, Swiss Knlhe. . Above all, SK Is 
a reader's 'zlne [well, technically, 
It's mj£ 'zlne, above alt else, In 
contrast to my other 'zlne, wklck is 
not realty my 'zlne, but only a 

a service hor which 
I perhorm custodial 
duties ) ; It Is a 
thinking reader's 
'zlne, Intended hor 
the diplomacy ^en 
who likes a tlttte 
elitism and haughti- 
ness, "who [tke 
editor [that's me) 
says ) wouldn' t be 
caught dead watching 
television and slurp- 
ing Almaden with Ice 
out oh a tall plastic 
tumbler. " 



Joe [that's me) advises 
that tke big [welt, not 
big) lOOtk issue came 
out oh the closet recently 
and can be had hor $25.00 
a trick, $100.00 hoi tke 
nlgkt. Regular visits, 
hrom Tke Best Fairy are 
$6000.00 per year but 
openings. 



tkere are no 



Tke return oh one oh the Hobby's oldest 
hosslls Is something oh an event, even 
more so when It's me, one oh tke most 
popular and widely circulated oh my 
kind. It's Interesting to up tkls 

patck oh white space wltk an observa- 
tion tkat I really don't expect to 
gain many subscribers h^om tkls newsy 
piece but here's my name and address, 
just In case: Joe Blutansky, FOB 3463, 
Arlington, VA 11103. 



Welcome to the Inaugural 
Issue of the most Znt2ZHge.rU 
ajmate.uA subpublication extant, 
both, In Its ofu.gtna.tlon 
and destination. . . . 




["Cat' * Paw" to those 
of you who do not 
speak Feline!) 



***************************************************************** 

The. subjournal of the, feline. Eggheads Naturally Superior to AH (FENSA) 
***************************************************************** 

If you. one, reading this you. must be, a superior feline, not only because 
most cats cannot read but because even fewer can type., tike, me., Jaspur Wrobach, 
pn.eAtde.nt of the. egghead apologist S1G [special Interest group) of FENSA. 
Studies have. shown that only the. top 1% of domestic cats regularly communicate, 
through the. print medium. [Maybe, that's why FENSA restricts membership to the, 
top 1%!) Of this 1%, nearly all have, taken some of kind of standardized test 
purported to measure their worth as sentient creatures [I.e.., Intelligence 
quotient, on. "IQ"). Interestingly enough., most of these also live In highly- 
populated areas! BUT even more fascinating is the fact that fewer than 1% axe 
female and/on. black! These facts Apeak fan, themselves. Anyone who might 
suggest that they could possibly represent faulty analysis, coincidence, 
test bias on. the lack of Interest In FEWSA on the posit of lesson, breeds 
obviously has a political axe to grind and can be dismissed. And let's speak 
to this matter 0$ test bias. A great deal has been sold about It-- probably 
a lot more than needs to be. The ability to engage In set fa justifying abstrac- 
tion is what really separates the cats faom the dogs. When a young kitten uses 
a litter pan fan. the first time, It Is not mere Instinct, It Is the continual 
re- affirmation of Individual feline Intelligence. Those who test the best are 
the best, Ipso ex officio . And If the statistics demonstrate that short-hair 
males who live In densely populated areas are the pick of the lltten,. . .well, 
so much the better! We axe superior and deserve such recognition; those 
statistics that show we also live In the areas most highly Infested by venereal 
disease can easily be explained away. Species loyalty Is more Important than 
mere geographic coincidence, anyway! 

It's not nice to talk about these things because they are the truth and 
we can prove -it. and that makes it a sore point far the losers. A few short- 
sighted Individuals have even gone so far as to suggest that statistical 
relationships do not necessarily Imply causation. What nitpicking! We know 
In our hearts what's right, don't we? Sure. I mean, If we had to prove every 
one of our dearly held assumptions about eugenics, we would just be sitting 
around all day with our hearts bleeding, Instead of going about the business 
of -improving the breeding stock through standardized testing and selective 
breeding. And, personally, we haven't been a liberal since we were Insulted 
by the sight of several black, long-haired Persians prowling the halls of our 
workplace without flea collars! Besides which, these Individuals had probably 
never taken a standardized test of any kind, much less one that would allow us 
to evaluate them objectively vls-a-vls ourselves, not that there would be much 
to evaluate! {From their side, I mean. ) However, we are certain that we are, 
Indeed, superior Intellectually to these creatures who have nothing better to 
do than prowl alleys and contract urinary tract Infections by eating huge 
amounts of high ash- content dry food given to them far free by overlndulgent 
owners. But you can be sure you won't see those types playing In Cat's Paw. 
We accept only certified FENSAWS even If they don't know mice turds-about Vlp 
and drop out after 3 moves. So for a quality game, send me your kitty Utter! 




'kP fool* lAJ /WoutH 



Issue #29 Aug. 17, 1934 



This is FIT" , the #1 International roving subzine in the world. It 
comes to you via John Caruso, 160-02 43 Ave Flushing, NY. 11358. If you 
have anything that you wish to say, you may send it to me, and 1*11 run 
it. Just let me know where you'd like to seeit, and walal 

This issue of ?IM is appearing in the 1st issue of the newest sine to 
hit the market, and its here by request of the publisher, Ed V/robel, The 
name of this new zine- FUEDSS3E(l just couldn't resist to mistype it). 
Feudesse will deal with the seriousness of Diplomacy- you know, things 
like hobbyists trying to ruin other hobbyists personal live, ratings 
systems, sub credits and issues due, and a host of other material. V/ho 
knows, there may even be some Dipcoh updates, just to mellow things. 



I'm sorry to start this off on a negative note but, I have an explan- 
ation, about something that appeared in VQD 98 recently*. Linsey, wait, 
make that the great NO VICEBTJ STER , claims that ICathy Byrne called him up 
prior to Mary Con and threatened to declare all of his gpmes irregular, or 
some such babble like that. Mind you, a phone call, something which he is 
unable to prove, yet he still makes the claim. Also in the same isrjue, not 
to be outdone by the Novicebusters smugness, Paul Rnuterberg, in a letter 
to the Novicebuster defending ICathy Byrne stated-"Yes, I know she's 
"threatened" to label your games irregular,". Row how the hell does Paul 
know this? Oh, I forget, he takes the Novicebusters word for it as Gospel; 
..nd now, may I quote one IConrad Ba.umeister, who for once, had come thin/ to s; 
of importance that also makes sense- (t phone conversations are particularly 
c.ifficult to remember, ah, fully and correctly." I suppose I could do what 
the Novicebuster would do, and call him a liar, and offer ',150 if he can 
prove what he says, especially knowing full well that he can't. I could 
also sa.y that you've heard that offer before, and he has reneged on it in 
-die ' past. But I won't say that. Pie re is what I will say. ICathy Byrne did 
not make that phone call, in fact, it wa.s made by me, John. Caruso. Co-iy of 
the phone bill is 'over to prove the call, was made to the Novicebuster, 
and lasted for only 12 minutes, on Hay 26. As you can see, the only call 
to Dalton,I.Ta on the bill in fact, toother point- I made the call for 2 
re- sons, 1 to answer his OTR letter and 2nd to tell him he wa.s fettirg a. 
..'/h~~ sub refund. V7e agreed on the phone that the call would be OTR. The 
i.'ovicebuster has proven once again that his word is worthless and broke 
the agreed upon confidentiality by revealing there was a call made. fJinae 
lie already violated my trust, I have no alternative but to reveal why he, 
i3ruce Linsey wanted the call to be OTR* He threatened me- he' told me that 
in so many words, that he was going to RUIN me and Kathy in Dipdom. I laughet 
in his face (literally), and asked him if I could quote him. Mo, I can't 
prove it, I didn't have the tape-recorder hooked up to the phone yet, as 
I do now. But, he can't prove his story either. And which story has a.rroerred 
more true by what you've seen in the presses? let me ruote what the ?Iovicc- 
buster said to Rod V/alker in answer to his letter in VQD #98- "The fact is 
that your criticisms of Caruso and 3yrne were much more "newsworthy" items 
than the plug. "((for DIP, my FTE con handout)) Isn't that strange? Ke 
sure doesn't sound like a guy worrying about his games being declared ir- 
regular. He looks more like a guy looking to smear 2 people, at every 
opportunity he gets. I also find it very hypocritical of him. he circulates 
a petition to "censor" my roving subzine, which is my letter of comment to 
zines, and then he steals quotes out of it. Eric Kane take note- this is 
hypocracy at its extreme. ( 
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212 353-9695 934 R5F0 JUN 13, 19S4 

ftT&T COMMUNICATIONS DETAILS O F ITEMIZED CALLS. 

AREA-NUMBER 



PAGE 



NO DATE ■ 
CALLING 

1 MAY 20 

2 MAY 20 
3- MAY 20 

4 MAY 21 

5 MAY 26 

6 MAY 26 

7 MAY 26 

8 MAY 28 

9 'MAY 23 

10 JUN 5 

11 JUN 5 

12 JUN 5 

13 JUN 10 

14 JUN 10 



TIME PLACE 

NUMBER 353-9695 

541PM TO NORTON VA 703 679-3489 

802PM TO ROCKVILLE MD 301 762-1761 

840PM TO NORTHWALES PA 215 '99-7659 

831PM TO SCOTTSDALE AZ 602 , * 

125PM TO MADISON WI 60S 251-1251 

228PM TO MADISON WI 608 256-2459 

445PM TO DALTON MA 413 684-0567 

524PM TO WICHITA KS 316 686-7935 

803PM TO NORTHWALES PA 215 699-7659 

918PM TO CHARLES TN WV 304 725-5537 

919PM TO PHILOMATH OR 503 929-3223 

1011PM TO CHARLES TN WV 304 725-5537 

301PM TO NORTHWALES PA 215 699-7659 

311PM TO WICHITA KS 316 656-7935 



RATE APPLIED 


MIN 


AMOUNT 


DIALED 


EVENING 


1 


.37 


it 


ii 


30 


7.13 


ii 


ii 


11 


2.56 


ii 


ii 


38 


11.32 


DIALED 


NIGHT 


25 


4. 07 


i» 


ii 


54 


8.71 
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With that aside, maybe I can now get on with the business of constructing 
an entertaining subzine. Lets see, I don't have any letters to print, so 
what can I do? I know, I can start a dip fame. I'd have the 1st, roving 
dip game in hobby history. But it will have to be something special- so 
I'll have to make it with special HR's, (no, not 74 pages), and it'll have 
to have players by invitational. I know what, in the tradition of rood. 
spirit and hobby fun, I'll call it the Golden Age Press Game. Now who to 
invite- I Know, I'll try to get all the old Golden Age Greats to play. Lets 
see, if your name is on this list, you can be in the game. Its 1st come, 
1st served; Bob Olsen, Steven Arnawoodian, Terry Tallman, IAark Berch, 
Dick/Julie', Gary Goughlan, John Michalski, Ken Peel, Steve Langley, Daf, 
Ducky 7/illiams, or any other Golden Ager who wishes to play. 

Like in other zines, when you play here, you'll have to give up certain 
rights. In V7 you give up the right to 2 week deadlines. And like in I.Iagus 
you give up the right to know who Don V/illiams really is. Or in Manifest 
Destiny you give up the right to get your results at all. Or as in VQD , 
where you give up the right to ask the GM a question. So here in l ? IM f the 
players will have no rights at all, except that I will follow my stringent 
policy of giving the player the benefit of the doubt, except where I think 
it would otherwise be in bad taste for myself. 

Now for my House Rules: 

1: I will not be using DIAS, but proposed draws/concessions to anyone, or 
failing that, capturing 18 centers by fall turn, failing that, DIAS will 
be declared if there are 2 consecutive years .without a center change. 

2: Press (see below) allowed 

3: The rulebook will bo used to cover all other situations. 
4: Deadlines will be of the 3 week variety 

5: V/here the rulebook doesn't cover it, the GM will excercise common sense. 
6: 'There common sense fails, the GM will excercise his right to be right, 

and the player will forfeit his right to be right, and his right of APEEL 

As to the press- There are only a few things I DO NOT want, so I'll list 
them here, and give you examples, after all, this is the Golden Age Pres.s 
game. I want the press to be as good, if not better than the press that 
used to appear way back £hen. I will enforce j^/these standards very strictly 
to the point where I'll 0.^ ^/^^/delete anything that I don't like. 
You have high standards to keep, so keep that in mind. 
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A: I don't want any oneliners. Tou know the type of stuff like "The King 
of all the Russia's wishes peace in his time. 

B: I don't want any long press releases. By long I mean 20 words or more 
per each dateline. I hate to type. If it is longer ifcb.an 20 words per, you 
had better send it in typed, spaced properly, yet not wasting space, on 
normal sized paper, iho not big paper. 

0: I don't want player hegociations. . Press is for press, negociations are 
for you twits to conduct in the mail. 

D: I don't want any of this Kiddle Class Eloquance garbage that we see 
written every now and then. I want the press to be on the up and up. 
E: You must use datelines that are either of the neutral variety, or easily 
identifiable to you as the player. Examples are: Woody can use hamster 

molester; Olsen could use basher, or Honey; Mark Berch could use God, 

or any other word referring to Deityesse; Bruce L^nsey would have to use 
Novicebuster; and so on. 

F: Press couldn't mention any of the other players, tho it could mention 
other hobbyists, if they are deceased, or in the Ho?, which constitutes 
the same thing, literally. 

G: Feuding in the press is encouraged, as long as you don't feud with a 
person, place, thing or idea. Try to sjrick to specifics, if you drift, you 
will find that I will drift your press into the ocean. 

H: For this special game, I will allow guest press. It may be in the form 
of Black press, as long as it follows all of these guidelines, which are 
really at a minimal. 

I: 2 liners are also discouraged, as are 3 liners. I want some good, juicy 
press, not the kind of stuff we can find in any zine, like Ere or W/10: . 
J: Prsss should be in English, hut it doesn't have to be. However, ix I 
don't understand Ghat language, your press will be cut. As it stands now, 
I only understand NORTHERN ENGLISH, BROOKLYN SLANG. 

IC: I'm intersted in quality, not quantity. If there isn't enough press to 

fall a couple of pages, I'll include some myself. 

L: No player may submit more than 5 press releases per game year; 

"': Press may be conditional upon who a possible standby might be, or what 

zine the next jsfct of orders may appear in. 

K: Sexual references will be thrown out, unless stated according to hobby 
tradition. 

I think that about covers it. These few press guides ought to make for 
a very interesting exchange of press releases among the players, me and 
myself. If you have any questions, don't hesitate to ask. I will answer 
your questions with, the same crystal clear explanation, as I've provided 
above with the HR's and press regulations. Wouldn't want any of you to mis- 
interpret what I'm saying. 

Gee, and you people thought I get in trouble with my big mouth. In the 
last 2 weeks, both the Democrats and the Republicans made blunders. Kind 
of makes you wonder what shape the country is in. Reagan claiming to have 
signed legislation and that the bombers will arrive over their targets in 
5 minutes, and Ferraro owning only 1 stock share in her husbands company, 
yet there are only 2 scares total. Talk about misleading information* And 
on top of it, they are millionaires, and they don't want the average Amer- 
ican that she's alleged to represent, to see how much they're worth. That3 
why old Zaccaro is balking on his tax return releases. Hey, they own 3 
houses, one valued at $600,000. 

I suppose its time to end this issue of FIM. I hope you all enjoyed it, 
at least the enjoyable parts. Take care and have fun, and as the snyin- 
goes, IN SOLIDARITY" 



Von' 't follow leadexb, 
Watch youX paxklng metexb. 

-R. lixamexman 



IUUMIWATI {n. ): any oi a numbex o& 
gKoupb, tie.pute.dty oi ancient oKlglnb, 
claiming bpeclal knowledge ok enlighten- 
ment', any becxet ok mystical boclety 
ok powex bloc. 



Vlbclalmex: The, btoKy you axe about to Kead lb fanciful. Any Kebemblance to 
any ethical ok Kebponblble pexbon, Inside, ok outride. VlpVom, lb uttexly -unpob- 
blble. 

THE WAV THINGS WORK: HOW I CAME TO BE EMPLOVBV BY THE COMPANY 

-Ed WKobel 

I wiped my bweaty palmb agalnbt my axgyle bweatex vebt a* I waited ioK the. 
elevatoK. Imagine.'. Me- a mexe novice. Invited to a meeting with the. 3 biggest 
movexb and bhakexb In all oi VlpVom! What could they pobblbly want? Mk. BaKlbaldi' 
note, wob cuKt: "See the. KetuKn addxebb. li you want to get anywhexe In thlb 
hobby, be. thexe Saturday moKnlng at 9." finally, the. elevatoK. . .the 23Kd ilooK. . . 
Mk. BaKlbaldi' b oiilce. 

"I have, an appointment," I bqueaked to the. Ke.ce.ptlo nib t. My nexvoubnebb wab 

obvloub . 

"I'm boKxy. Mk. BaKlbaldi lb In coniexence. Ptae take, a beat." 

I conbldexed asking heK whexe to take, the. beat to, but decided against 
dangling a pKepoblXion bo high up. Inbtead, I babied mybeli Keading the, back 
Ibbueb oi Vlpllneb lying aKound the. Keception axea. Ux. BaKlbaldi had clabb- 
only the. top zlneb weKe thexe: diplomacy Vlgebt, diplomacy WoKld, Bubhwackex 
and borne. hallowed copies oi the. OKlglnal EKewhon, a clone, oi the. vexy bebt &Kom 
the, Golden Age, oi bomebody* b Imagination. The, only buKpKlbe wab to bee a copy 
oi my vexy own Polltebbe, which I knew wot not conbldexed a postal Vlpllne by 
thobe who count the. mobt. Still, It wab buKled undexneath a txlple -Ubue oi 
VV and no one. had Kead It. 

"We'Ke going to take, a meet ovex lunch, Monica. Hold all my colli,. Who lb 
thlb?" 

I jumped to my ieet. It wab Maxlo BaKlbaldi, Runnexb WoKld and VKe.deJu.ck 
the, Vaitl 

"I'm- I'm- I'm- I'm Ed WKobel, blK." 

"Oh, WKobel, yeb...one oi youK boyb, RunneKb?" 

Mk. WoKld whi&peKed bomethlng In Mk. Baxibaldl'b eax. 

"Oi couKbe, I had ioKgotten. Come, along, WKobel. Vou may join ub ioK lunch." 

Me- having lunch with them! I couldn't believe It! Mk. BaKlbaldi 1 1> llmo 
wat> waiting ioK ub In iKont oi the. building. I bat In the. iKont with the, chaiie.uK. 
It seemed like. houxb beioK we. Keached one. oi the. pobhebt Kebtauxantb In the. city 
and once, again I could bhaxe the, company oi thebe thxee MegaVlplomatic glantt>. 
Ab we. blpped dKy maKtinib, the, thKee dlbcubbed the. upcoming VlpCon. 

RW; Sax will be, at hlb mobt dangexoub at the. VlpCon Society meeting. He 
will albo be hlb own woKbt enemy thexe. My ilxbt advice -L& to give him plenty 
oi Kope. But beyond that he hob to be coKKalled. Elxbt btep, maximize attend- 
ance. Plenty oi pKe-Con publicity and oodleb oi publicity at the touKnament. 
Get eveKybody theKe. Any eHoKt by Sax to pack the hoube will thub iloundeK. 
Second btep, the agenda bhould be: belectlon oi the new biXe, #1 , election oi new 
committee #2, anything elbe #3. People wilt btaxt dxli&Lng oH duKlng any 
pKoceduKat btuH, buch ab amending the ChaKteK, bo put It labt. ThlKd btep, 
whlchevex oi you lb bebt at contxolllng a meeting with at leabt one tKoublemakeK 
In IX. bhould actually chalK the meeting. EouKth btep, appoint me paKllamentaKlan 
at the opening oi the meeting. Sax hob a ioKmldable knowledge oi poKtiamentaKy 
pKoceduKe, and will ube It agalnbt you to delay and dl&Kupt li he Ibn 1 1 getting 
hlM way. I am at leabt (I believe) hlb equal In that KegaKd. Vlith btep, the 
election oi the new Committee needb ilooK management. Pleabe anxange to Kecognlze 



me first on the floor. I will propo*e that the present Committee,, which ha* 
done. such a fine job, be re-elected on a white ballot. Any move, then, by Sax, 
to get himself ok his cronies elected will appear divisive and nnae.neA.ovM. If 
you can arrange ion. some person other than myself to be. recognized first and 
to make, that motion, *o much the. better. We can discuss 6tn.ate.gy and tactics 
at the. con, prior to the. meeting. The. seminar, ok whatever it is to be., should 
be after the. VipCon Society meeting. Any business not connected with VipCon 
Society affairs should be. ruled out of order. That will shut Sax up to a degree. 
Any floor business which he. may bring up about distribution of funds on, whatever 
whould be. part of agenda item #3. Enh should then Kate, anything not relating to 
the. current agenda out of OKdex. He should also mile, attempt* to change, the. 
agenda out of order, since it i* *et up with the, mo*t important and essential 
item* first. We can have. some prearranged person for Erb to recognize to make, 
that motion. 

MB: However, there is one. big problem with your plan*. I do HOT want any 
discussion of how the, fund* are to be. distributed. Hone.. 

RW: It had not occurred to me, until I read F rederick' * letter that Pontoonia 
it> in fact a hobby service. Please be advised, therefore, that I wWL request 
the VipCon Committee. consider granting fund* ion, Pont. This constitutes an 
"official" request. 

[At this point, Ur. Baribaldi and Mr. World exchanged knowing wink*; 1 
did not, at the. time., understand what their, wink* knew. ) 

RW: Insofar a* the. HAW is concerned, funding o£ the. HAW is inadvisable,, 
it *eems to me.. But tunning fund* oveA to the, administration of HAW, to be, 
distributed where need* arise would be, a good idea. 

{Additional wink*. } 

W: let 1 * recognize the. po**ibility that people. ju*t might a*k the, HAW 
to run *uch a meeting, *o Runners should be prepared to be "surprised" by such 
a developmerit and reluctantly take the cha.lt. 

[Further wink* . ) 

RW: I do want to reiterate ion, the umpteenth time my *ugge*tion that the 
VipCon Society meeting need* good floor management. 

W: My feeling i* that you *hould remain a low-key non-voting ex officio 
member of the VipCon 1/2/3 Comm. I ag-t.ee that it should not be publicized, and 
that c.c. '* of letteA* which go beyond the four of u* need not even *how that 
you were *ent a copy. 

RW: Uy po*ition with the VipCon Committee i* entirely up to you guy*. I 
have no preference in the matter. However, if J am to be con*idered ex officio , 
I would prefer the matter not be noised about. The entre is there if you want 
to u*e it. We *hould have a couple of altie*, a*ide from myself, on the floor. 
Thi* will have to be well *tage- managed. Once Frederick'* amendment* are on the 
floor, we are home free. The debate on tho*e witl la*t a while, at leaMt. If 
the whole thing bog* down, I can alway* rise, with a very weary tone, and *ay, 
"Thi* meeting ha* been going on for tm hour* now, and we're getting nowhere. 
I move we adjourn. " Again, we can di*cu** all thiM at the con. 

MB: We will al*o need a summary cum *oft *ell to go along with it. I 
propo*e the following: "The above amendment* are to *treamltne the con*titution, 
and make *ome thing* a bit more explicit. " 

W: A good ploy would be to require that all amendment* be submitted 14 
day* in advance. 

MB: Ye*, "14 day* prior" *ound* right. But then if there i* one section 
that it> ditchable and unpopular, we 3 can move to delete it. Otherwise, we 
will require that anyone el*e'* package should be voted on a* a *ingle unit. 

RW: Of course, Sax will hang him*elf. He wiH try to disrupt the meeting 
at the beginning, you may be sure. A* Parliamentarian I will advise you he is 
out of order, of course. 



TV: In going through my old fileh, I came, acrohh a lot of conA.eAponde.nce. 
goring back to 1976-77 concerning the. famous MNC referendum. There ih a postal 
player in Texas {not a publisher) who ih preparing a dohhier on Sax, ho I 
hent him copies of home of this material. Thih person, whom I'm not at liberty 
to name,, expects to htart publishing his own zine In, perhaps, hix montki>, and 
one ofa hih features will be an expose on Sax. If you have any particular 
juicy iteM& [Hit, pluh your replies) that you'd like, included in thih expohe, 
if you'tl lend me material, I can photocopy it here free, hend the copies to 
kirn, and return the originals to you, if you're interested. I also sent 
Mario a copy of a letter I'd mitten to Col Black, in which I answered hih 
question "What hah Sax done wrong?" by haying, "Ah, let me count the ways" and 
giving a 3-page list of misdemeanors. I didn't know Mario in 1976, ho I 
thought he'd like to have a copy for hu> collection, hince we have to deal with 
Sax in '82 at VipCon. 

RW: It would not hurt to line up home floor allieh in advance, and have prior 
underhtandingh about whom ih to be recognized to do what. Sax can be expected 
to act badly and hhould be given rope to do ho. Remember that the Charter allowh 
for a Committee of One {on. Two) wah well ah of Thn.ee, ho that we could himply 
elect Brb alone. On. we could elect tub with the proviso that he appoint two 
others. On, whatever. I would like to huggeht that a "hlate" approach be 
considered, with (e.g.) Brb, Glin and Hardee's {on. whomever,). Anyway, once thhe 
itemh are over, we go to the Amendments item and Brb hhould then automatically 
recognize Frederick. 

FD: Brb, Mario and Runners have to decide {along with me) whether to nomi- 
nate Glin for a heat on the VipCon Society Admin. Comm. at VipCon XV. 

RW: My propohal hah been to get you guyh reelected on a white ballot. It 
would mean being hure to recognize me first ho that I can thank the Committee 
for it& great job, exprehh great confidence in your talent to handle the next 
Con, and move your immediate reelection. Thih will hhort- circuit any plan Sax 
may have [if he' h there) to try to get himhelf and/or hih cronieh elected. An 
open nomination ih one thing, but a white ballot propohal would force him to 
get the meeting to repudiate the present committee first, which puth him in the 
bad guy role. {Now, I understand Uario may not wish to herve again. The Charter 
provideh that he can rehign and nominate hih own successor or have the Chairman 
appoint one for him. Either way. But that' h the way to go if Mario doesn't 
realty want to herve. . .get the committee reelected and then, later, replace 
Mario. ) 

TV: I do not wihh to herve another year on the Comm. Perhaps we could get 
home huccehhorh lined up in advance. Why not try to get Brb, Mario and Glin 
elected on a white ballot at VipCon, and then letting Mario rehign later for 
homeone agreeable to all 3 of them? 

MB; How do you think it wilt look if Brb geth up and hez, in effect, 
"J wah elected in 19S0, then in 1981 we all reelected ourhelveh, then in 1981 
we're amending the constitution ho that I don't run again in 1982 either." 
I'd rather have Kate Birn or Jonathan Crewho ah New Yorkers. We'll hee. 

TV: Crewho will volunteer to herve on the 3-man VipCon Society Comm. 
They hate Sax and will not hupport him on anything. They huggeht that 
Garry Cufflink be ahked to herve ah the third member. They're willing to 
hupport Brb's re- election ah chairman. 

MB: Crewho hah given me a huge amount of feedback on my VipCon activitieh 
and hah given VipCon prominent mention in his W for the laht three ihhues, the 
laht very htrongly urging that people come to Origins. He might make a good 
choice. He would certainly beat Sax in any election. 

TV: Ah you know, J only half facetiouhly once huggehted that the New Vork 
metro area be made a heparate hobby region. 



RW: In iacX, the more Sax pushes, the mono, alienated and bored people will 
heel, so that by the time he gets realty obnoxious, a motion to adjourn mold 
bail through. 

MB; Ah, yes, Runners, that is well- taken. . .several tunes . Frederick? 

FV: I categorically denied that I had used the. wold* "whore and slut" 
in any letter. I admitted that I probably laid something like "living 
together without benefit oh clergy." My generation 6 till hinds something 
improper about living together without marriage. Anyway, Kate was completely 
hysterical and beyond reason. She is also ovJXe paranoid about plots by 
"World, Baribaldi, Lumphead and Va&t to drive me out oh the hobby." In her 
sharp New York accent, she snarled threats at me to sue me hor libel. She 
talked about holding a BirnCon at her home the same weekend as our VipCon. All 
I said was "Well, oh course you have a perhect right to do so." In my inner 
heart, I will admit to you (NOT for publication) that I was saying "Whoopie!" 
Ohh ihe record and not hor publication, Jonathan Crewso has verbally threatened 
to punch me when he seel me. Ih they actually sue, I can hilt a counter-suit 
hor "assault. " 

RW: As to 1984, avoid the west coast ih you can, I think it's the kiss 
oh death. [We pause here whilst I bite my tongue.) 

TV: I agree, we should try to "pack the house" with delegates who will 
support Detroit in '83 and Chicago in '84, to make sure the Con doesn't go 
to Hew York either oh those years. 

MB; The problem here, as I see it, is that the constitution makes it 
very dihh-t^ult to Mt go to the west coast in 1984. Maybe in 1984 we'd be 
better ohh with GenCon Bast as a host. 

TV: I'd suggest that we promote Vetroit h°^ ' 9 * 3 VipCon and Chicago 
hor 1984. I don't think VipCon should ever go to the west coast again, as no 
one but Calihornians shows up. Ih we can amend the VipCon Charter, we can approve 
both oh these bids at the same time. 

MB; Runners seems to be ahraid that eliminating the present Area III will 
horce the con onto the west coast every three years. It will not under the 
proposed wording. Every three years it's the west coast's tarn. However, all 
the meeting has to do is vote that there is no suitable con and the west coast 
is out. 

RW: It's true that under the right circumstances, you might be out here 
once every six years, but under the current system, the same circumstances 
would result in an 8-year span. This is therehore one amendment I would 
disposed to oppose on the hloor. Ih you still tfeeX the change u> best, by all 
means propose it, and we'll see how the vote goes, hio big deal, I suppose... 
and having us on opposite sides oh something might not be a bad idea in terms 
oh public relations. Jn any event, I'm not going to be bitter ih I lose a hloor 
hight on this one. ..any rotation is better than none. But there will be a hloor 
light. . .which, as I said, would be good hor PR anyway, since we h oufi Qoing 
to be seen working in tandem and/or agreement a lot oh the time. 

MB; Welt, Wrobel, as you can see, we've been hard at work, even aside h^om 
corresponding with Sax. Things are going well. Also I am trying to generate 
a written record oh what I do. Hext year someone else will be the tournament 
director. I'll give him my written stuhh- % trying to be thorough, and 
centralizing things {knowing winks all around), and considering various ideas, 
I hope to make it easier h 0 * 1 the next guy- which could be you. Let me know 
what you think. 

me: Gosh, Mr. Baribaldi, there seems to be a lot oh politics involved. I 
don't know ih I could handle it. 

MB; There is no politics, except in your own mind. Ih you rehrained h*-om 
manipulating halh-truths, some oh os might take you seriously. Mi&quoting me to 
my £ace only confirms the popular judgement that you can't be trusted! 



